Ukrain

In 1929 Stalin starved the farmers of Ukraine into collectivization. By 1932-33, millions had starved to death and almost all 7 million Kulaks had been exterminated in a brutal genocide. It worked, and by 1939 virtually all of Russia's farmland had been collectivized, but the cost was very high. He killed off a huge portion of the nations best farmers, and with them the knowledge and heritage of farming.
Because of the brutality of Stalin, during WWII much of the Ukrainian population sided with Hitler, not because they were fascist, but because they hated Stalin. After the war, much of the remaining portion of the Ukrainian population with aspirations of freedom were sent to the Gulag. The recent events in Ukraine have been greatly influenced by Stalin's shaping of Ukrainian culture.   

 The early etymology of the name Ukraine has to do with a border region. Today, Ukraine is still a border country. When the Soviet Union fell apart, most of the culture of eastern Ukraine spoke Russian and were economically tied to Russia, while most of western Ukraine was more closely tied to Europe; but the border was drawn, not at the Dnieper River, but far to the east. After the breakup of the Soviet Union, all of the countries of Eastern Europe eventually aligned with Europe and the democracies of the West, with the exception of the corrupt de facto dictatorship in Ukraine. With the ousting of Victor Yanukovych, who was Putin's corrupt puppet, Putin stood to lose control of the last remnant of the old Soviet Union, and along with it his naval base at Sevastopol. True to his personality as an utterly corrupt and amoral thug, Putin chose a violent takeover of Crimea, and is conspiring with the more ignorant, violent, and corrupt portion of the population of Eastern Ukraine to get it back. If Russia had sane governance, Crimea and eastern Ukraine would logically be part of Russia, but Putin is seriously insane and has chosen brute force and dishonesty to get it back. The result has been a long simmering proxy war in Eastern Ukraine.
